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HOPE is our common thread to the future. 



Project HOPE is looking to the future, every day.
Our long history of teaching and healing around the globe has always been focused firmly on responding to the world  

of challenges ahead: caring for mothers and children in the world’s most impoverished and neglected places, providing  

a haven of good health for victims of natural disasters and conflicts, eradicating communicable diseases like tuberculosis  

and HIV/AIDS, training health professionals and building medical facilities where they are most urgently needed.

These have been our missions for more than fifty years — and these are the needs the world will experience most deeply in  

the years ahead. The people you will meet in these pages represent HOPE’s finest and most effective efforts to meet those  

needs. Their stories point to the future. We hope they will spur you to action, to join us in embracing the challenges and 

possibilities ahead. The future needs HOPE.

HOPE for all

Welcoming Project HOPE Volunteers to Peru

Peeking through a clinic window in Belize

Treating patients in Southeast Asia,  
onboard the USNS Mercy
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Just 12 days after China’s Sichuan Province was devastated by a massive 

earthquake in May of this year, I visited the region. There I met with 

parents, children, doctors and nurses who told me stories that I will never 

forget. Amidst the tragic reports of babies being pried out of the arms  

of mothers trapped beneath the rubble, I also heard stories of HOPE. 

Working in the middle of the heartbreak and destruction were six alumni  

of Project HOPE’s health education programs at the Shanghai Children’s 

Medical Center (SCMC). They vividly described the impact of their 

training at SCMC and how it enabled them to care for more patients  

in the chaos of this disaster. 

Our programs work because of the inspiring people who participate in them.

Project HOPE’s volunteers, staff and supporters have spent five decades 

offering health education and humanitarian aid to those who need it most, 

especially children. We have worked in more than 100 countries, distributed 

nearly $2 billion in medicines and medical supplies and trained more than 

two million health care workers. With all our accomplishments, I still find 

myself humbled, as I was in China, by the reach and scope of our lifesaving 

programs and by the initiative, ingenuity and compassion of our HOPE 

family making a difference in the lives they touch.

As Project HOPE enters its next half century, it will be our people, as well 

as the people we influence through education and care, who chart the course 

and continue the legacy created by HOPE Founder Dr. William B. Walsh 

and his pioneering group of early volunteers. I am honored to be part of  

the next generation of the HOPE family, as we continue the vision of 

bringing Health Opportunities for People Everywhere. 

Thank you for joining me and the HOPE family in our journey of health 

and hope for the future. 

Message From the President 
and Chief Executive Officer

I joined the Project HOPE Board of Directors in 1990. At the time, the 

HIV/AIDS crisis was beginning to attract international attention and 

Project HOPE was in the early stages of helping to develop the Shanghai 

Children’s Medical Center (SCMC), a much needed state-of-the-art 

pediatric health care facility.

Fast forward to 2008, our 50th anniversary. Our people have developed  

and expanded HOPE’s HIV/AIDS education programs to 14 countries 

worldwide and provide a full spectrum of prevention, care, treatment and 

support. The SCMC, now a decade old, provides care for more than 

880,000 children annually. In addition, our four-year partnership with  

the U.S. Navy has put Project HOPE medical volunteers on board Navy 

ships on 10 separate missions, delivering health care to more than 300,000 

children and adults around the globe. 

It is our people that make the mission of Project HOPE successful. This 

annual report is both a tribute to them and our opportunity to introduce 

you to some of these exceptional individuals. Meet beneficiaries of our 

programs who have received life-changing services themselves; health care 

professionals we’ve trained that in turn have worked to improve health 

conditions in their own countries; and our entire HOPE family who is 

implementing new programs in new countries that will fuel our health 

education and humanitarian efforts for generations to come. 

I hope you are as moved by these real-life accounts as I am. They represent 

just a handful of the countless life-changing successes that your generosity 

has made possible. On behalf of those we serve, we thank you our contributors, 

volunteers, partner organizations and staff worldwide — who make our efforts 

to improve health a success and whose continued support will provide a 

future of HOPE. 

John P. Howe, III, M.D.

President and CEO

Setting up clinics in the Solomon Islands

Visiting earthquake survivors at  
Shanghai Children’s Medical Center
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Message From the Chairman

Helping children in Haiti

Charles A. Sanders, M.D.

Chairman

Our people make our programs successful



Health Education
Finding Solutions That Last

The world’s most intractable health care challenges don’t respond to quick 

fixes. For half a century, Project HOPE has helped the world find health 

care solutions that last.

We provide the best possible education for health professionals and empower them to take effective, sustainable action against  

the most urgent problems. We draw on the expertise of the world’s best minds to introduce new technologies and methods where 

they are needed. Then we teach local health professionals to, in turn, teach their colleagues as well as community volunteers.  

With our help, nurses in Thailand create and teach courses in pediatric critical care; clinics in rural Nicaragua promote maternal 

health; 10,000 orphans and vulnerable children and their caretakers in Mozambique and Namibia now understand the importance 

of voluntary counseling and testing for HIV; and health professionals in China introduce their colleagues to the latest in diabetes 

diagnosis and prevention. Our signature “train the trainer” methodology has reached more than two million health care 

professionals. That translates into a world of better care and healthier people for years to come.

� �

Educating counterparts in Peru

Providing health education in Africa
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A Chance to Be Part of History

Dr. Sudeep Singh Gadok grew up around the charitable health clinics run 

by his physician mother and watched his father, an officer in the Indian 

military, devote his life to serving his country. So when Project HOPE asked 

Gadok to lead its first initiative in India — an effort to combat diabetes, the 

disease that has hit India harder than any other country in the world — he 

thought of his parents’ example of service. 

“This is a pioneering project, one that addresses one of India’s key problems 

as it grows,” Gadok explains. “When a group like Project HOPE offers you 

the chance to be a part of history and to make a difference, you have to take 

the opportunity.” 

The India Diabetes Educator Project (IDEP), launched last year under the 

leadership of Gadok, is the first nationwide campaign to tackle diabetes in 

India, home to over 40 million active cases of the disease. Uncontrolled,  

the disease can lead to blindness, stroke, heart disease and kidney failure. 

Nowhere does it take a more terrible toll than in India. With the largest 

affected population of any country and a public health system overwhelmed 

by the staggering case load, India is called the “diabetes capital of the 

world.” By 2025, the number of diabetes cases there is expected to double. 

Reducing those numbers, Gadok says, will require educating India’s health 

professionals about diabetes care and empowering patients to participate in 

their own treatment. The IDEP is funded by corporate partners, BD, Eli Lilly 

and Company and Bayer Diabetes Care, and over the next three years will 

train 3,000 allied health professionals, including nurses, nutritionists and 

dieticians in internationally-recognized best practices for diabetes care. The 

project’s training curriculum, developed in consultation with the International 

Diabetes Foundation, is tailored to the realities of the Indian culture and 

enlists patients as partners in the treatment process. 

“Diabetes is a disease where the patient can help,” Gadok says. But often,  

he says, the first step is helping patients understand the severity of their 

problem. “There may be nothing acutely wrong, no symptoms, but you’re 

telling them they have a lifelong problem and that if it’s untreated, the  

risks are severe and debilitating. It’s scary.”

The corps of health professionals trained by the project, he says, will be 

better prepared to involve patients in their own treatment and will help 

spread awareness of the diabetes problem.

“This is just the first step in addressing diabetes in India,” he says. “But it’s  

a huge step.” 

“ This is just the first step  
in addressing diabetes  
in India.”

Dr. SuDeep Singh gaDok program role goal

 Health Education Project HOPE Country Director, India Train and Educate Health Professionals and Patients

Training diabetes educators in India

Dr. Sudeep Gadok

Ensuring a healthier future for India’s children
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Dr. melinDa meDgyaSzai program role goal

 Health Education Secretary of State for Health Policy and  Reforming Health Systems 
  International Affairs, Hungary Ministry of Health

  Former Student of Project HOPE Health Care 
  Management Program

Helping Me in  
My Work Every Day

There’s a health care revolution underway in Central and Eastern Europe and it’s being led by people like Dr. Melinda 

Medgyaszai. A little over a decade ago, she was a manager for an Hungarian health insurance provider. Today, she 

draws on an education provided by Project HOPE to help her in her role as Secretary of State for Health Policy and 

International Affairs, Hungary Ministry of Health. She works to strengthen public health services as her country 

struggles to answer the challenges of the free markets. 

Like other countries in the region, Hungary has made important reforms to its health system in the last decade, but 

continues to face daunting challenges, including high mortality rates from stroke, heart disease and cancer. Medgyaszai 

is one of dozens of health professional leaders in Central and Eastern Europe who have benefited from Project HOPE’s 

Health Care Management education program, as they seek to solve their countries’ health problems. Initiated in 1992, 

the program provides training to national health care leaders in Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovakia. 

It provides leaders with the skills and knowledge — in subjects such as policy analysis, marketing, human resource 

management and financial analysis — needed to transform health care in their countries. Since the beginning of the 

program more than 3,500 managers have been trained.

Medgyaszai was invited to participate in the program in 1995. She and other students traveled to HOPE headquarters 

in Millwood, Virginia for a rigorous set of courses. “The learning was very intense,” she remembers. It was also 

focused on the real-world challenges faced by health professionals like Dr. Medgyaszai, who continued to meet 

annually for more courses. “After every course, we proposed topics for the next course, so that we were learning  

the skills we really need to know in our careers.”  

Most recently, 19 top decision makers from the region completed Project HOPE’s Leaders to Leaders Program,  

an academic forum for shared learning, discussion and debate about the painful and sometimes unpopular reforms 

underway in their countries. Analyses and conclusions from graduates of the program are being prepared to be 

published in a professional journal and online to facilitate further discussion.  

For Medgyaszai, HOPE’s educational program is all about transformations. She says it transformed her career and 

gave her the preparation she needed to help transform health care in Hungary. “I am absolutely convinced that 

Project HOPE’s program helped prepare me for the position I hold today and still helps me every day in my work.”

“ HOPE helped prepare me  
for the position I hold today.”

Dr. Melinda Medgyaszai

Training health care management leaders in Hungary

University Children’s Hospital, Krakow

www.projecthope.org



Health Systems & Facilities
Laying a Foundation for a Healthier Future

Project HOPE’s hospitals and clinics operate on three continents, most with 

a special focus on serving the urgent health needs of children who would 

not otherwise get the care they require. But their impact goes deeper still. 

�0

Neonatal training at the University Children’s Hospital, Krakow

These facilities create a foundation for a healthier future by serving as national training centers for physicians, nurses and  

allied health professionals. For more than 33 years, we have worked with the University Children’s Hospital (UCH) in Krakow, 

Poland, to meet the health care needs of children. This year, in addition to a donation of new medical technology that will  

benefit newborn babies at the hospital, we are helping to prepare UCH to serve as a training platform to improve the neonatal  

and other pediatric capabilities of selected hospitals in Central and Eastern Europe. At maternal and children’s health clinics in  

the Dominican Republic, we have introduced programs that helped reduce by half the number of children requiring treatment  

for life-threatening dehydration. And at the National Training Institute in Cairo, we have delivered continuing education by 

teleconferencing and the Internet to the most remote regions of Egypt. The medical facilities and systems we build establish a 

legacy of effective care where it is needed most. 

��www.projecthope.org

Doctors at the Shanghai Children’s Medical Center, China



FreD gerber program role goal

 Health Systems & Facilities Project HOPE Director, Iraq Reduce Child Mortality

Just the First Step

The task facing Fred Gerber would have been daunting under the best  

of circumstances. But building and staffing Iraq’s first new hospital in 

decades — and doing so in the midst of war’s turmoil — was a challenge  

of historic proportions.

When it opens in 2009, the 101-bed Basrah Children’s Hospital will specialize 

in treating childhood cancers, which are eight to 10 times higher in Iraq than 

in most other countries. The hospital will offer Iraq’s only linear accelerator 

for radiation therapy and the country’s only reliable source for chemotherapy. 

Its goal is to reduce child mortality from cancer in Iraq by half in five years.

Realizing that ambitious goal has been Gerber’s mission since he became 

Project HOPE’s director in Iraq in 2005. He encountered a national health 

system shattered by war and by 35 years of neglect and trauma under the 

leadership of Saddam Hussein. More than a third of Iraq’s doctors have  

had to flee the country. And the Ministry of Health has seen 11 changes  

in leadership in the last five years.

“There were dozens of strategic plans in the Ministry of Health, but none 

were implemented. There were billions of dollars in aid pledged, but little  

of it delivered,” says Gerber. “I’d say, ‘We have to cut these people a break.’ 

You look in the eyes of people in Iraq and see the hopelessness.” 

Gerber’s commitment to Iraq dates to 1991, when he served there as an 

officer in the U.S. Army Medical Service Corps during the Persian Gulf 

War. “I fell in love with the place,” he says. He later served as Chief of the 

Coalition Provisional Authority’s health team in the aftermath of the 2003 

U.S. intervention in Iraq. Part of his assignment was to help revitalize the 

Iraqi health care system. 

That’s a vision he continues to pursue with Project HOPE. Basrah 

Children’s Hospital is just the most visible manifestation of the effort. 

HOPE is providing state-of-the-art medical equipment for the hospital, 

valued at over $20 million, supported by a $7 million donation from the 

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, multiple equipment vendors such as Varian 

Medical Systems, Philips Medical Systems, Siemens and many other 

corporate and individual donors. HOPE is also delivering $10 million  

of professional training, including a $1 million grant from the T. Boone 

Pickens Foundation to train Iraqi physicians, nurses, technicians and other 

health professionals — all of whom make a three-year commitment to work  

in Iraq. Their work will help make the Basrah Children’s Hospital a model  

of best practices for future projects in Iraq. 

“We’re building a state-of-the-art hospital, and that will be a big draw for 

the best Iraqi doctors and nurses,” Gerber says. Those health professionals, 

Gerber says, will provide the foundation for a reborn Iraqi health care system. 

“Opening this hospital is just the first step.”

“ We’re building a state-of-the- 
art hospital, and that will be 
a big draw for the best Iraqi 
doctors and nurses.”

�� ��

Supporting the Basrah Children’s Hospital in Iraq

Basrah Children’s Hospital Rendering

Fred Gerber and Iraqi child
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We Were Prepared

The lifesaving reach of the Shanghai Children’s Medical Center (SCMC) 

extends far beyond the four walls of the hospital itself. Never was that more 

clear than on May 12, 2008, when an earthquake devastated Sichuan Province, 

about 1,000 miles from Shanghai. The quake killed nearly 70,000 people, 

injured thousands more, and created a massive medical emergency. Zou 

YongRong was on the front line of the crisis. The Director of the Neonatal 

Department at the People’s Hospital of Yaan, Zou saw her hospital nearly 

destroyed by the quake and had to act quickly to care for the many casualties. 

Understanding that stress and injuries would likely cause many pregnant 

women to go into premature labor, she immediately began establishing a 

temporary hospital to care for prematurely delivered infants. 

Zou credits her decisive action in the face of the crisis to the Neonatal 

Intensive Care Training she received through Project HOPE at SCMC  

years earlier. 

“Without a doubt, what I learned in Shanghai helped me a great deal in 

responding to this emergency,” Zou said. 

Her story is just one of many that demonstrate the impact of SCMC across 

China. Celebrating its 10th anniversary, SCMC was developed by Project 

HOPE and the Shanghai Municipal Government to bring advanced health 

care to the children of China. The hospital has become not only the country’s 

leading pediatric treatment facility, but also a national training center. 

Advanced medical education at SCMC pays off in improved care nationwide. 

This year alone, teams of SCMC professionals responded not only to the 

earthquake, but also to an outbreak of hand-foot-mouth disease, a viral 

epidemic effecting children in Anhui Province and funding, provided by 

Abbott, allowed Project HOPE and staff at SCMC to immediately respond 

to a tainted milk-powder crisis endangering tens of thousands of children. 

Most importantly, other health professionals trained at SCMC extend their 

learning to their colleagues across China as well. After Zheng XingLi, a 

head nurse in intensive care at the Chengdu Children’s Hospital, completed  

her training at SCMC, she helped train her hospital colleagues in advanced 

intensive care techniques. So when the earthquake struck in May, they, too, 

were ready. “Because of the training I received at SCMC, we were more 

prepared to care for the children who came to us.” she says. 

“ Being prepared is critical 
when addressing infant 
health in China.”

Zou YongRong

zou yongrong program role goal

 Health Systems & Facilities Director Neonatal Department, Train and Educate Health Professionals 
  People’s Hospital of Yaan

  Former Student of SCMC

China’s Sichuan Province, after the May 2008 earthquake

Shanghai Children’s Medical Center

Shanghai Children’s Medical Center

www.projecthope.org



Humanitarian Assistance
Relieving Disaster’s Anguish

Calamity has a knack for finding the most vulnerable among us. Natural 

disasters, violence and political unrest all take a disproportionately high 

toll on developing countries and poor populations. 

Relieving the suffering and disease that often follows has been one of Project HOPE’s key missions for more than half a century.  

In the last year alone, Project HOPE delivered vaccines for more than a million people in the Dominican Republic; worked with 

the U.S. State Department to airlift more than $1.1 million of antibiotics and medicines to people in war-torn Georgia; and provided 

critically needed medical supplies for Chinese provinces devastated by earthquakes. In addition, HOPE again partnered with the 

U.S. Navy sending medical volunteers onboard U.S. Navy ships to West Africa, Latin America and Southeast Asia to deliver health 

and hope to those around the world who need it most. There is no knowing where calamity will strike next. But wherever help is 

needed, HOPE is at hand. 

Volunteering in Papua New Guinea 

���� www.projecthope.org
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Lifesaving donated pharmaceuticals

Earl Rogers volunteering in  
Southeast Asia, 2008

African Village, 2008

Contributing Something 
to Humanity

Earl Rogers went to Brazil with Project HOPE 36 years ago to help better 

the lives of those in need. What he didn’t know was that his own life would 

be changed in the process. 

Rogers, a pharmacist, was one of dozens of volunteers on the tenth voyage 

of the hospital ship SS HOPE, to Brazil in 1972. Working in some of Brazil’s 

most impoverished regions, Rogers and his colleagues provided care and 

medicines for many in desperate need and teamed with Brazilian health 

professionals to teach new methods and technologies. The experience left 

Rogers transformed. 

“It was a life-defining experience for me,” Rogers says. “Working with our 

Brazilian counterparts, seeing patients, learning from each other. It made you 

feel like you were really contributing something to humanity.”

It was a feeling Rogers would have again and again in the decades ahead,  

as he repeatedly answered Project HOPE’s calls for volunteers. Since his  

first voyage to Brazil, Rogers has gone with HOPE to Russia and Ukraine 

to provide badly needed pharmaceuticals; to Southeast Asia, on board  

the USNS Mercy, to deliver humanitarian aid; and to Liberia where he 

mentored pharmacists and pharmacy students at the John F. Kennedy 

Memorial Hospital in Monrovia. 

At the end of Rogers’ stay in Monrovia, his students offered their teacher  

a memorable moment of thanks. Gathering around Rogers, the class began 

clapping their hands in a slow, steady rhythm, then gradually increased  

their tempo until they finished in a fast, loud crescendo. 

The Chief of Pharmacy at the hospital, Livinus Ujah explained the meaning 

of the tribute: “When the wind first starts to blow through a tree, the leaves 

rustle slowly. But as the wind works its way through, soon all the leaves are 

moving vigorously.”

It was a message Rogers could appreciate. On every trip he has made with 

HOPE, he has seen firsthand that individuals have the ability to effect 

change the way wind moves the leaves of a tree. And, as Rogers learned,  

by bringing hope to others he ended up adding meaning to his own life. 

“These missions have been very rewarding and very meaningful,” Rogers 

says. “Each one makes me want to do it again.”

“ It was a life-defining  
experience for me.”

�� ��

earl rogerS program role goal

 Humanitarian Assistance Volunteer  Provide Medical Care and Health Education

www.projecthope.org

Earl Rogers volunteering in Brazil, 1972
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zully alvaraDo program role goal

 Humanitarian Assistance Former Patient on the SS HOPE, Ecuador ���� Contribute and Give Back

I Didn’t Want to Be  
the Only One Saved

Zully JF Alvarado was seven years old and suffering from malnutrition and polio when Project HOPE reached her 

village in Ecuador in 1963. For years, Alvarado’s parents had shuttled her to local physicians and folk healers in 

search of cures, but always their answers were inadequate. Then volunteers from Project HOPE learned of her case. 

Because Alvarado’s village lacked medical resources, HOPE doctors brought the young girl onboard the SS HOPE, 

for treatment. There, for the first time, she was fitted with leg braces to help her walk. To coax a smile from their 

nervous patient, HOPE nurses treated her to Lifesavers Candies®.

Alvarado can still recall hoarding the Lifesavers, thinking that they really could save lives, and wanting to bring 

enough back to her village to help family and friends in need. 

“I didn’t want my life to be the only one saved,” she remembers.

With her treatment still incomplete and the SS HOPE scheduled to return to the United States, her doctors, with 

the help of a missionary priest, arranged to continue Alvarado’s care in the United States. Her parents, knowing that 

this offered the best chance for their daughter’s survival, agreed. Living with a foster family in Chicago, Alvarado 

thrived. She attended local schools and received the medical care and rehabilitation services she needed. She stayed 

in the United States to attend college and eventually completed advanced degrees in education and rehabilitation 

administration. She went to work providing social services for disabled children in Chicago and then launched her 

own business designing shoes for people with disabilities. But she never forgot the people back in Ecuador who still 

needed help. She created the nonprofit organization, Causes for Change International, to supply medical assistance 

and training in health, education and economics to Ecuador and elsewhere. 

“We focus on children, women and people with disabilities,” she says. “We provide them with the tools they need 

to become self-sufficient.”

The impulse is the same one that motivated her as a young girl onboard the SS HOPE: to ensure that she is not  

the only one whose life is saved.

“I was one of the very fortunate ones to receive treatment on the SS HOPE, and I always wanted to contribute and 

give back,” she explains. “With Causes for Change, I now understand why the people of Project HOPE did what 

they did for me. It’s a full circle.”

“ I was one of the fortunate 
ones to receive treatment.”

Zully JF Alvarado offering help in Ecuador, 2008
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Zully JF Alvarado, retuning to Ecuador to offer help
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The SS HOPE visited Ecuador in 1963
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Health Affairs
Leading a Global Debate

Project HOPE works person-to-person in more than 35 countries to teach, 

heal and improve lives. But lasting advances in health care also require national 

leadership, government reform and health policy changes. 

That’s why HOPE has long been a leader in promoting health policy research, analysis and debate. Launched in 1981, our world-

renowned, peer-reviewed journal Health Affairs, is a must-read for policy-makers, researchers, journalists and anyone who wants to 

understand and address global health challenges. The Washington Post calls it “the indispensable journal” and “the bible of health 

policy.” The journal’s online edition attracts more than 16 million page views per year. It presents timely research, sponsors 

conferences and brings international decision-makers together to share knowledge. As a forum for exploring complex issues and 

proposing innovative solutions, the journal powerfully impacts the lives of millions around the world. The research and analysis 

found in its pages offer a road map to a healthier future. 

Health Affairs 2007 Health Policy Summit
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SuSan Dentzer program role goal

 Health Affairs Health Affairs Editor-in-Chief Provide a Forum for Discussion  
   of Critical Health Policy Issues 

Susan Dentzer learned early about poverty’s devastating impact. 

Her father worked in Latin America for the Agency for International Development (AID) and U.S. Department  

of State, and headed the AID mission in Peru in the 1960s. And while she never suffered hunger pangs or lacked 

access to medical care, she saw firsthand what life was like for the many around her who were not as fortunate. 

“That experience had an impact on me. It made me want to do something to help,” she remembers. 

Dentzer is still motivated by that desire to help, and it remains at the heart of her work as Editor-in-Chief of  

Project HOPE’s acclaimed journal, Health Affairs. 

Health Affairs is the nation’s leading health policy journal, and Dentzer sees it as a catalyst for research, analysis  

and commentary that addresses the kinds of global health challenges that she first encountered growing up in  

Peru. Long at the forefront of health policy discussions in the United States, the journal is increasingly turning  

its attention to global health needs as well. 

“We have an enormous opportunity to expand on our success and reach out to others in the world,” she says.  

“We are broadening our audience to focus even more on global health.”

Before joining Project HOPE as the journal’s editor in 2008, Dentzer had already established herself as a leading 

health policy journalist. As an on-air correspondent, she helped create and lead the health unit of “The NewsHour 

with Jim Lehrer” on PBS. As Chief Economics Correspondent and Columnist at U.S. News & World Report and 

Senior Business Writer at Newsweek, she wrote frequently about domestic and global health issues, from the growing 

problem of the uninsured in the United States to battling the HIV/AIDS epidemic worldwide. 

“As a journalist, I’ve always believed that the truth only emerges after a lot of examination, debate and discussion,” 

she says. “Health Affairs allows for this same sort of examination and debate, and offers a forum for discussing 

critical health policy issues.” 

She cites Health Affairs’ 25th anniversary summit in Washington, D.C. in 2007, as an example. At the summit, 

health advisors representing all the major presidential candidates debated their plans for health reform in the  

United States. 

The next step, Dentzer says, is pushing the discussion beyond the United States.

“I care deeply about health care,” she says. “And I am committed to bringing the best thinking and writing to  

bear on the most pressing domestic and global health issues.”

“ We have an enormous  
opportunity to expand on 
our success and reach out  
to others in the world.”

Bringing the Best Thinking to Bear

��

Health Affairs 2007 Health Policy Summit

Susan Dentzer reporting in Rwanda

Susan Dentzer speaking at the Health Affairs 2007 Health Policy Summit
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2008 In Review — Health Education
2008 PROJECT HOPE ANNUAL REPORT

When the world’s scientific and health communities gathered in Mexico City for the 2008 

International AIDS Conference, Project HOPE staff from two continents reported on the 

success of their HIV/AIDS programs. Staff from Mexico presented a series of initiatives that have 

increased knowledge about HIV prevention, care and treatment: a campaign using videotaped 

testimonials to educate pregnant women to prevent maternal-child transmission; the distribution 

of Rapid Oral HIV tests, donated by OraSure Technologies; and a program offering a network  

of stigma-  and discrimination-free services for those in need. Staff from Africa showcased the 

results of efforts that combine health education programs with economic assistance. These efforts 

have raised the overall health and well-being of AIDS orphans in Africa by improving food 

security, increasing school attendance, improving housing conditions and empowering families  

to care for orphans and vulnerable children. 

highlights of project hope’s professional training initiatives in 2008 included:

•  Celebrating the 25th year of working to improve health education in China. The China Diabetes Education 

Program has trained and educated more than 200,000 health professionals and patients. The HIV/AIDS Health 

Professional Education Program helped decrease mortality of HIV/AIDS patients in Hubei Province by 72 percent. 

And the Wuhan University HOPE Nursing School now boasts 255 undergraduate students, 24 master students, 

and six Ph.D. students, as well as 2,000 continuing education students throughout China.

•  Continuing to strengthen local health systems in Indonesia, training 1,238 community health volunteers and  

206 health workers (village midwives/nurses/medical doctors) in the Integrated Management on Childhood 

Illness program. Working in  primary schools, Project HOPE provided health education for 2,403 students who, 

in turn, shared their knowledge with parents at home. This successful program has been extended and this year 

3,574 students will participate in the program.

•  Training 20,734 health care workers and journalists in the Central Asian republics on tuberculosis control strategies.  

In Russia and Central Asia, the Integrated Health and Education life skills program for HIV prevention has 

reached more than 215,000 students, 80,000 parents, 5,000 teachers, 322 health care providers and 263 education 

and health managers.

Project HOPE and the Shanghai Municipal Government celebrated the 10th anniversary of  

the Shanghai Children’s Medical Center. The hospital has become Shanghai’s pediatric center  

of choice and the country’s leading pediatric medical treatment facility, now caring for more  

than 880,000 children annually and performing more than 2,600 pediatric heart surgeries, as 

well as serving as a national training center for medical professionals.

news of note involving project hope’s efforts to provide farsighted health systems and  

facilities included:

•  Bringing to near-completion Basrah Children’s Hospital, a joint effort between the United States Army Corps  

of Engineers and Project HOPE. The hospital represents the first new hospital constructed in Iraq since the  

1980s and will provide the children of Basrah and the surrounding areas with high-impact health services with  

an oncology focus. Project HOPE is responsible for equipping the hospital and training the Iraqi hospital staff. 

Nearly 100 nurses have been trained. Sixty other nurses and ancillary staff leaders are currently in training in 

Oman and nearly 200 are scheduled for training in diploma nursing, radiography, physiotherapy and laboratory 

over the next few years.

•  Continuing a productive 33-year relationship with the University Children’s Hospital in Krakow with a $150,000 

donation of medical technology to benefit infants. The new equipment, including infusion pumps and incubators, 

will serve newborn babies in the hospital’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.

•  Hosting a visit from members of the 2008 Gold Medal USA Basketball Senior Men’s National team, in China for 

the 2008 Olympics, with several young patients at the Shanghai Children’s Medical Center.

2008 In Review — Health Systems & Facilities
2008 PROJECT HOPE ANNUAL REPORT

USA  Basketball team at SCMC

Community health education in Namibia

Teaching professionals  
health education in Uzbekistan 

Shanghai Children’s Medical Center

www.projecthope.org
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Health Affairs, the nation’s leading health policy journal, hosted a national Health Policy Summit, 

including a roundtable discussion with presidential candidates’ health policy advisors. The event, 

which marked the 25th anniversary of Health Affairs, offered an intellectual feast with leading 

thinkers, scholars and executives from a range of public, private and academic contexts presenting 

their views of the challenges and opportunities in health policy.

2008 In Review — Health Affairs
2008 PROJECT HOPE ANNUAL REPORT

2008 In Review — Humanitarian Assistance
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The partnership between the U.S. Navy and Project HOPE has proven to be a lifesaving 

combination for hundreds of thousands of people around the globe. This year, the partnership 

reached from West Africa to Latin America to Southeast Asia, treating more than 100,000 

patients, delivering more than $6 million in lifesaving medicines and medical equipment, and 

training more than 20,000 local health care professionals. Since teaming up with the Navy in 

2005 to provide relief in the wake of the Indian Ocean tsunami, Project HOPE  has participated 

in 10 humanitarian missions with the Navy. Four more joint missions with the U.S. Navy are 

planned for 2009. 

project hope responded to need throughout the world in 2008, with results that included:

•  Delivering $250,000 of medicines and medical supplies for earthquake relief in Peru. 

•  Responding to the devastating earthquake in China’s Sichuan Province, securing more than $1 million in 

donations from foundations, corporations and individual donors to launch needed pediatric rehabilitative  

physical therapy and mental health programs.   

•  Shipping more than $400,000 of antibiotics, donated by Bristol-Myers Squibb, and $700,000 of burn  

dressings, donated by 3M, to the conflict zone in Georgia. An additional $1.4 million of lifesaving medicines  

and medical supplies were sent to the country as a continuing humanitarian assistance shipment. 

•  Setting a record by shipping more than $38.5 million in gifts-in-kind to children in need around the globe  

from Project HOPE’s Winchester, Virginia distribution center. The shipment included enough vaccines to  

treat one million people.

•  Delivering more than $3.7 million worth of lifesaving medicines and medical supplies, used in 14 medical  

facilities in Tajikistan, for recovery from the harshest winter in 25 years.

Health Affairs’ leadership in health policy research and 

commentary continued, with achievements that included:

•  Naming Susan Dentzer, one of the nation’s most respected health policy 

journalists, as Editor-in-Chief of Health Affairs. Dentzer, the former head  

of the health unit of PBS’s “NewsHour,” was also elected Chair of the 

Board of Directors of the Global Health Council.

•  Celebrating 25 years of health policy scholarship, research and debate.

•  Continuing to shape and inform health policy decision-making among 

national leaders. In 2007, Health Affairs was cited 26 times in Congressional 

testimony, nine times in Congressional news releases and in three 

announcements in the Federal Register.

•  Receiving the number-one ranking in cost-effectiveness among scholarly 

periodicals in the field of health policy and services from eigenfactor.org.

•  Honoring John Iglehart, Founding Editor of Health Affairs, who was 

presented with an award from the Commonwealth Fund in recognition  

of 25 years of contributions in advancing health policy and health services 

research, and promoting cross-national learning.

USNS Mercy in  
Southeast Asia 2008 

Providing medical supplies to Georgia 2008

Health Affairs 2007 Health Policy Summit

www.projecthope.org



�0 ��

Financial Summary
2008 PROJECT HOPE ANNUAL REPORT

annual report Financial Summary

For the years ended June 30, 2008 and 2007

Management’s Report
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Letter from the  
Audit Committee Chair

2008 PROJECT HOPE ANNUAL REPORT

revenue anD Support 2008 2007
  (in thousands) (in thousands)

 Individual giving 14,585 14,991 

 Foundations and corporations 17,287 12,334 

 Corporate gifts-in-kind 119,750 139,757 

 Governments 16,667 11,245 

 Subscription revenue 1,719 1,699 

 Other revenue 4,012 2,576

Total revenue and support 174,020 182,602

expenSeS anD changeS in net aSSetS

Program Services

 Health education and assistance programs 154,078 156,193 

 Health policy programs 5,354 5,354

Total program services 159,432 161,547

Support Services

 Fund raising 7,691 7,949 

 Management and general 4,688 4,963

Total support services 12,379 12,912

Total expenses 171,811 174,459

Changes in net assets from operations 2,209 8,143

Non-operating changes in net assets  

Net gain (loss) on investments (770) 1,624

Pension liability adjustment 1,887 (2,217)

Change in net assets 3,326 7,550

Net assets, beginning of fiscal year 51,591 44,041

Net assets, end of fiscal year 54,917 51,591

Project HOPE’s complete audited financial statements with an unqualified opinion by KPMG LLP are available  

upon request.

Project HOPE is grateful to its donors for making this year successful  

and allowing us to provide health education and humanitarian assistance 

where it is needed most. In fiscal year 2008, revenues totaled $174 million  

in cash contributions, donated medicines and medical supplies and 

volunteer support.

A $5 million increase in corporate and foundation cash support helped 

enable Project HOPE to expand important programs, such as diabetes 

education in India, a new country for Project HOPE. 

In 2008, Project HOPE was able to improve the lives of people in more 

than 35 countries. At the same time, we maintained our historic practice  

of dedicating more than 90 percent of every dollar to program activities. 

This year, more than 92 percent of total expenses went directly to our  

health education, humanitarian assistance and health policy efforts. We  

are proud of these accomplishments. 

We understand that financial stewardship is important to our donors. 

Project HOPE’s management prepared and is responsible for the integrity 

of the financial statements as well as all other financial information 

presented in this report.

In meeting this responsibility, Project HOPE’s management maintains a 

comprehensive internal control framework. This framework is designed to 

protect the foundation’s assets and to compile reliable information for the 

preparation of Project HOPE’s financial statements in accordance with 

generally accepted accounting principles. Management asserts, to the best  

of its knowledge and belief, that the financial report is complete and reliable 

in all material respects. 

The financial statements have been audited by KPMG LLP, independent 

public accountants. Highlights of the audited financial statements are 

presented on the previous page. To receive a copy of the full report, please 

contact Project HOPE’s Donor Relations at 800 544-HOPE (4673). 

The Audit Committee assists the Project HOPE Board of Directors to  

fulfill its fiduciary responsibilities. The Committee is composed of eight 

independent members who meet three times a year as part of regularly 

scheduled board meetings.

The Committee has the responsibility to initiate an external audit of Project 

HOPE’s financial records. In addition, the Committee holds discussions 

with Project HOPE’s management, internal auditor, and independent auditors 

to review matters pertaining to risk assessment, internal control processes 

and financial reporting as well as the nature, extent and results of their work.

The Committee meets independently, without the presence of management, 

with the external auditing firm, KPMG LLP, to discuss the audit of Project 

HOPE’s financial statements and also meets independently, without the 

presence of management, with Project HOPE’s internal auditor.

The results of each committee meeting are reported to the Board of Directors.

Deborah R. Iwig 

Vice President and Chief Financial Officer

Fy 2008 revenueS

Fy 2008 expenSeS

At Project HOPE, we value every contribution we receive, and work hard to maximize our resources — financial, gifts-in-kind, 

education — to deliver high-impact, sustainable programs that improve the health of individuals and communities in emerging 

nations worldwide. Over the years we have gained a reputation for financial integrity, efficiency and outstanding stewardship, with 

more than 90 percent of our expended resources going to support our lifesaving global health projects, giving Project HOPE  

one of the best records among all philanthropic organizations. 

www.projecthope.org

Stephen H. Rusckowski 

Chairman
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corporate Support

3M Company

3M Foundation

AARP Andrus Foundation

Abbott

Access Meetings & Events

Aetna, Inc.

Alcon Laboratories, Inc.

AMB Foundation

American Academy of Otolaryngology

Amerigroup Charitable Foundation

Arnold and Mabel Beckman Foundation

Avon Products Foundation, Inc.

B. Braun Medical Inc.

Baker Hughes Incorporated

Baxter International, Inc.

Bayer HealthCare LLC

BB&T Charitable Foundation

BD

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Boston Scientific Corp.

Bristol-Myers Squibb

C. R. Bard Foundation, Inc.

California HealthCare Foundation

California Wellness Foundation

Communication Automation Corp.

Covidien

CVS  Corporation

Dr. Scholl Foundation

Edwards Lifesciences LLC

Eli Lilly & Company

Ethicon Inc.

Exxon Mobil Foundation

FedEx

Fulbright & Jaworski LLP

GE Medical Systems Deutschland

Gentiva

Genzyme Corporation

GlaxoSmithKline

Harold Simmons Foundation

HealthNow New York, Inc.

Hess Corporation

Hill-Rom

Hospice Support Care

Hospira, Inc.

Humana

Hunt Oil Company

Infinity Inc.

Integra Foundation

International Foundation

International Medical Equipment

International Relief and Development

Iridium

J. T. Tai & Company Foundation, Inc.

Janssen Pharmaceutical

Johnson & Johnson

Johnson & Johnson  
 Consumer Companies

Kaiser Permanente

Kendall Healthcare Products

Kinetic Concepts, Inc.

Maersk Line, Limited

Markle Foundation

Maximus Federal Services, Inc.

McNeil Consumer Specialty 
 Pharmaceuticals

Merck & Co., Inc.

Merz Pharmaceuticals LLC

NIHCM Foundation

North American Rescue Products   
 Foundation, Inc.

Northstar Travel Media, LLC

Novo Nordisk, Inc.

Once Upon A Time Foundation

OraSure Technologies

Organizacion Dominicana de Recursos  
 Internacionales Inc.

Ovation Pharmaceuticals Inc.

Partners Health Care Systems

Pentair Foundation

Pew Charitable Trusts

Pfizer, Inc.

Pharmaceutical Research and   
 Manufacturers of America

Philips Medical Systems

Physicians For Peace

Polidais LLC

Praxair Foundation, Inc.

RGK Foundation

Roche Laboratories

sanofi-aventis

sanofi pasteur

Schering Corporation

Schering-Plough Foundation, Inc.

Smith and Nephew

St. Jude Medical, Inc.

Synectic Solutions, Inc.

T. Boone Pickens Foundation

The Boeing Company

The Colorado Health Foundation

The Commonwealth Fund

The John D. and Catherine T.  
 MacArthur Foundation

The Nemours Foundation

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

The Shelby Collum Davis Foundation

The STERIS Foundation

Toward Sustainability Foundation

Triple Canopy

U.S. Department of State

USAID

Valley Health System

Van Scoyoc Associates

Vincent V.C. Woo Memorial Foundation

W. K. Kellogg Foundation

Wyeth Pharmaceuticals

Wyeth-Ayerst Laboratories

Young Green Foundation

health aFFairS 25th 

anniverSary SponSorS*

preSenting

Kaiser Permanente

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

viSionary

Leonard D. Schaeffer

Aetna Inc.

leaDer

Genentech, Inc.

Merck & Co., Inc.

WellPoint, Inc.

beneFactor

California HealthCare Foundation

PhRMA

UnitedHealth Group

Wyeth

patron

Blue Cross Blue Shield  
 of Massachusetts

BlueCross BlueShield  
 of Western New York

Pfizer, Inc.

FrienD

AARP

American Academy of  
 Family Physicians 

American Hospital Association

America’s Health Insurance Plans

AMERIGROUP Foundation

Association of American  
Medical Colleges

Blue Cross and Blue Shield  
 Association

Blue Cross Blue Shield of  
 North Carolina

BlueCross Blue Shield of Tennessee

Cain Brothers & Company, LLC

COPE Health Solutions

CVS Caremark

Deloitte Consulting LLP and the   
 Deloitte Center for Health Solutions

Edelman

Humana Foundation

Jerome H. Grossman, MD

Johnson & Johnson Health Care  
 Systems Inc.

The Kaiser Family Foundation,  
 Kaiser Commission on Medicaid  
 and the Uninsured

Mehta Partners LLC

National Institute for Health Care   
 Management Foundation

Nemours

Partners HealthCare

Polidais LLC

Leighton and Carol Read

sanofi-aventis

Schering-Plough Corporation

The California Wellness Foundation

The Colorado Health Foundation

contributor

Burroughs Wellcome Fund

Gail R. Wilensky

Jack Ebeler

Robinson, Lerer & Montgomery

*   Some of the sponsorship donations  
were received in fiscal year �00�.

project hope 50th 

anniverSary SponSorS

(Sponsors as of october 7, 2008)

cornerStone

Abbott Fund

Bayer HealthCare LLC

BD

Covidien

Eli Lilly & Company

Merck & Co., Inc.

Philips Medical Systems

Roche Laboratories

T. Boone Pickens Foundation

Siemens

Varian Medical Systems

leaDerShip

Cardinal Health

GE Medical

Jack M. Gill *

Hill-Rom

Olympus

Charles A. Sanders, M.D. *

Curt M. Selquist *

partner 

Baxter International Foundation

BB&T Corporation

Nancy T. Chang *

Richard T. Clark *

John W. Galiardo *

Robert A. Ingram *

Johnson & Johnson

Lonza Group Ltd.

Viren Mehta *

James E. Preston *

Roche Laboratories

Stephen H. Rusckowski *

UnitedHealth Group

Karen Welke *

Welch Allyn

Wyeth

contributor  

Beckman Coulter

C. R. Bard Foundation, Inc.

Fulbright & Jaworski LLP

Genzyme Corporation

GlaxoSmithKline

Lockheed Martin

J. Michael McQuade *

Dayton Ogden *

Schering-Plough Corporation

Stephen Case Foundation

STERIS

Vincent W. C. Woo Memorial 
 Foundation

FrienD

3M Company

George B. Abercrombie *

Alenia, Inc.

John A. Allison, IV

Stefan Borgas

William F. Brandt, Jr. *

Bristol-Myers Squibb

DHL

Hess Oil

John P. Howe, III, M.D. *

Deborah R. Iwig

Nancy A. Larson *

James T. Lenehan

Liz Claiborne

Medtronic

Pentair

Steven B. Pfeiffer, Esq. *

Pfizer, Inc.

Stanton D. Sloan

SRA International

Temptime

*   Project HOPE Board member 

Helping children in the Marshall Islands 

www.projecthope.org

Our donors know they are making a sound investment in improved human health and  

dignity because Project HOPE is recognized as one of the world’s best-managed and most 

efficient nonprofit organizations. Private sector support is fundamental in enabling us  

to maintain the high quality of services and expertise required to improve the quality  

of peoples’ lives around the world.

matching giFtS

Many companies match donations made by employees and their spouses, and retirees. Please check with  

your human resources office.

FounDation anD corporate Support

Corporations provide support through a number of different ways. In addition to contributions of cash for  

general operating purposes and for specific programs, companies donate pharmaceuticals, medical supplies, 

equipment, information systems and building materials, which support HOPE’s international health  

education programs and humanitarian relief efforts. Project HOPE also receives cash support from private  

and family foundations that share its mission of helping people help themselves. 

Special thankS

t. boone pickenS FounDation

Long-term solutions to health care challenges around the world depend on educating and empowering local 

professionals. A $1 million grant from the T. Boone Pickens Foundation will help Project HOPE provide  

continued education for hundreds of Iraqi health professionals who will serve at the Basrah Children’s Hospital,  

Iraq’s first new hospital in three decades.

richarD t. clark

chairman, president and ceo merck & co., inc.

Fifty years ago, Project HOPE began its incredible journey with the ambitious vision of improving the health  

of people in need around the world, especially children. Merck & Co., Inc. has stood beside Project HOPE’s 

mission from day one.

The partnership remains strong to this day. Richard T. Clark, Chairman, President and CEO of Merck & Co., Inc., 

and a Project HOPE board member is serving as General Chairman of Project HOPE’s 50th anniversary campaign. 

Mr. Clark’s commitment and passion for the HOPE mission are helping to secure the resources to launch the 

organization into the next half century.

Over five decades, Merck has donated more than $100 million of pharmaceuticals, vaccines, medical supplies and 

financial support to Project HOPE’s lifesaving efforts around the globe.

Support project hope

For more information about how 

you can support Project HOPE’s 

work around the world, visit  

us at www.projecthope.org or  

call 800 544-HOPE (4673) or,  

if you prefer, write in care of:

Attention:  

Anthony T. Burchard 

Vice President, Development  

and Communications 

Project HOPE 

255 Carter Hall Lane 

Millwood, Virginia 22646-0250
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Project HOPE
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Bohn Consult GmbH

William F. brandt, jr.
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American Woodmark
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Apex Enterprises
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President 
The Gill Foundation

robert a. ingram
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Senior Vice President 
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Retired Executive Vice President 
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Senior Vice President,  
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United Technologies Corporation
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SpencerStuart Worldwide
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Retired Chairman and CEO 
Avon Products, Inc. 

Stephen h. rusckowski

Chief Executive Officer 
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louis W. Sullivan, m.D.
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Morehouse School of Medicine
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Stuart l. myers

Interim Senior Vice President 
Global Health
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Vice President and 
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Senior Fellow
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Michael J. Ackerman

Peggy Ahlgren

Margaret Anderson

Ms. A. M. Austin, C.R.N.A. (Ret.)

Cynthia H. Babbott

John T. and Dona Bailey

Mary Balfour

Laird H. Barber
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Florence Bognar
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Flora M. Butler
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Reti Kornfeld
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Jane W. Lusk

Dorel Manley

Eva M. McCroskey
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Nina L. Yarnell

Mrs. Eugene M. Zuckert

proviDing hope For the Future

Project HOPE established the Legacy of HOPE Society to 

honor individuals who have remembered Project HOPE in 

their estate plans through bequests, life income gifts, insurance 

policies and other gift planning vehicles. These individuals 

share a strong common bond of generosity and leadership. 

Through their gifts, they demonstrate their commitment to 

provide people around the globe with hope for the future… 

carrying health and healing to people around the world.  

For more information about planned giving options, visit  

www.projecthope.org or contact Barbara Kabakoff, Major  

Gifts Officer, at 800 544-HOPE (4673) or via email at 

bkabakoff@projecthope.org.

Providing health resources in the Dominican Republic

Offering care in the Marshall Islands 2007

www.projecthope.org
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Project HOPE Ongoing Programs

ongoing programS 2008
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Russia
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Make a Difference With HOPE

There is a common thread to the stories of the committed men 

and women you met in these pages. Each is an example of the 

power of one to improve the lives of many. Project HOPE’s 

mission is ambitious and global — nearly $2 billion in lifesaving 

medicines and medical equipment distributed; more than two 

million health professionals trained; humanitarian aid and 

education delivered to more than 100 countries — but that 

mission is realized at the most personal level, by working 

individual-to-individual to build a world of good health. Our 

future is created by acting today. How will you help create a 

healthier future?

u.S. navy  

humanitarian aSSiStance  

miSSionS 2008

Colombia

Dominican Republic

El Salvador

Federal States of Micronesia          

Ghana

Guatemala 

Guyana 

Haiti

Liberia

Nicaragua                         

Papua New Guinea 

Timor Leste

Trinidad and Tobago 

Vietnam

Receiving care in Papua New Guinea 

More than 150 volunteers provided 
health care and education in 2008

Hope for the future
Karen Sandvik grew up in Germany during 

World War II and although she herself was 

never hungry, she saw suffering all around. 

As an adult, Sandvik was compelled to help. 

A single mother with two children, it was 

not until eight years ago that she was able to 

donate to support Project HOPE. “Project 

HOPE says hope to me. Hope to end 

suffering, hope for a more peaceful world.”

www.projecthope.org

Project HOPE distributed more than $119 million in medicines and medical supplies in 2008

Ongoing Programs 2008

U.S. Navy Missions 2008



International Headquarters

Project HOPE

255 Carter Hall Lane

Millwood, Virginia 22646

t: 800 544-HOPE (4673)

f: 540 837-1813

www.projecthope.org

Project HOPE United Kingdom

B10 1-3 Ironbridge Road

Stockley Park West

Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB11 1BT

United Kingdom

Washington, D.C. Office

7500 Old Georgetown Road, 

Suite 600

Bethesda, Maryland 20814

t: 301 656-7401

f: 301 654-0629

Project HOPE Deutschland e.V.

Hummerichs Bitze 13

53229 Bonn

Germany
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